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Transition—error

Great instauration

Bacon at last, a mighty Man, arose

    Whom a wise King and Nature chose

    Lord Chancellour of both their Lawes. . . .

    The barren Wilderness he past,

    Did on the very Border stand

    Of the great promis’d Land,

    And from the Mountains Top of his Exalted Wit,

    Saw it himself and shew’d us it. . .

Loren Eiseley, who portrays Bacon (whom he calls “the man who saw through time”) as a kind of Promethean culture hero. He praises Bacon as the great inventor of the idea of science as both a communal enterprise and a practical discipline in the service of humanity. On the other side, we have writers, from Theodor Adorno, Max Horkheimer, and Lewis Mumford to, more recently, Jeremy Rifkin and eco-feminist Carolyn Merchant, who have represented him as one of the main culprits behind what they perceive as western science’s continuing legacy of alienation, exploitation, and ecological oppression.
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